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Abstract

This research focuses on corruption in every country, highlighting that it is unethical within the
community, particularly for Christians involved in corrupt practices. Therefore, the researcher aims
to provide solutions for fostering anti-corruption awareness and upholding ethical and theological
principles as Christians. The principle the author presents is based on examining the meaning of
Hebrews 13:5-6. The methodological approach employed in this study is grounded in the existing
literature related to the problem topic. According to this research, Christians who hold Christian
values are more likely to avoid corrupt behavior. To promote anti-corruption awareness, we must
follow the Hebrew principle of 13:5-6 as a guiding action against corruption. This research will provide
a principle of education centered on God, which serves as the basis for ethical action, promoting anti-
corruption awareness and encouraging individuals to refrain from corrupt behavior.
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PENDAHULUAN

Corruption as a global issue is causing unrest in various parts of the world, and it
appears that corruption problems are deeply rooted in human behavior. Corruption can be
defined as an adverse action or practice in human behavior and is one of the most serious
issues for almost all countries worldwide. This negative behavior is undoubtedly associated
with immoral actions (corrupt behavior). CNBC Indonesia quoted the United Nations (UN)
website, saying corruption is a “complex social, political, and economic phenomenon that
occurs in all countries”.! Data from 2022 shows that, according to Transparency International
(TI) surveys, there are at least 10 countries with high levels of corruption. These countries are
Somalia, Syria, Sudan, Venezuela, Yemen, Libya, North Korea, Haiti, Equatorial Guinea, and
Burundi, with Somalia being the most corrupt among them.?

Corruption is a reprehensible and dangerous act, as it is also fueled by bad behavior.

1 Rindi Salsabila, “List of the 12 Most Corrupt Contries in the World, Is There Indonesia?,” CNBC Indonesia
(Jakarta, n.d.), accessed November 5, 2023, https://www.cnbcindonesia.com/lifestyle/20230829110751-33-
467038/daftar-12-negara-paling-korup-di-dunia-ada-indonesia.

2 Cindy Mutia Annur, “Transparency International: Somalia Is the Most Corrupt Country in the World in
2022,” Databoks, last modified 2022, accessed November 5, 2023,
https://databoks.katadata.co.id/datapublish/2023/02/02/transparency-international-somalia-negara-terkorup-di-
dunia-pada-2022.
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Corrupt behavior has a negative impact, harming society and hindering the development of
a country. Romelus Blegur et al. quote Setiadi (2018), stating, "The danger of corrupt behavior
has broad consequences as it affects many aspects of human life, such as social, political,
bureaucratic, and economic”.® Although in a simple context, corrupt behavior can also be
related to issues such as time manipulation, cheating, and others that potentially benefit
oneself. However, the focus here is on corrupt behavior detrimental to all segments of society,
such as money.

We all know that most corruption perpetrators often come from educated circles and
positions of power, but are driven by poor morality, causing them not to act rationally. They
are blinded by the lust for wealth that their rationality cannot control. Almost every day,
people are bombarded with information and news about corrupt behavior from these circles.
It is evident here that without good morals, humans cannot control their negative traits and
are prone to engaging in actions deviating from goodness

In all layers of educated society and among power elites, there may be individuals who
follow the Christian faith, and it cannot be ignored that many may also be involved in
immoral actions, such as corrupt behavior. As Christians, we should prioritize Christian
values and consistently reflect the standards of Christian life that set us apart from others.
After understanding the principles of Christianity, a Christian should no longer engage in
corrupt activities. Therefore, as Christians who fear God, we must reimplant principles of
values and morality within ourselves, as the Christian religion emphasizes strong ethical
principles.

In Hebrews 13:5-6, we can revisit Christian life's principles of morality, ethics, and
values. This can help build anti-corruption awareness and prevent negative behaviors,
including corruption. Although the literal text of Hebrews chapter 13:5-6 does not explicitly
address the issue of corruption, implicitly, it contains moral values that remind Christians
not to be fixated on the love of money and to anticipate the occurrence of corrupt actions.
Therefore, from this writing, we need to learn and strive to build anti-corruption awareness
by applying the principles contained in Hebrews 13:5-6. This aims to avoid corrupt behavior
and strengthen our morals and ethics as Christian believers.

METHOD

The article describes Hebrews 13-5-6 as a guideline and principle for Christians and the
community. Therefore, the author uses a descriptive research approach to explain or describe
the phenomenon. As has been explained in Nana Sudjana, descriptive research aims to
describe or explain an event that occurs in the present.* Researchers use this approach
because this research refers to literary sources. The information related to the research
problem is obtained through searching and reviewing literature in the form of the Bible
(theological sources), books, and journal articles as the source of reference; these sources are
collected and studied in a relevant manner to the problem being researched.® The approach
used in this study is qualitative, namely by emphasizing the literature analysis in the process
of concluding comparisons and analyzing the dynamics of the relationship between

3 Romelus Blegur, Nico Pabayo Gading, and Sonya Debora Atty, “Mendidik Perilaku Koruptif
Berdasarkan Ibrani 13:5” 3, no. 1 (2022): 38-57.

4 Hapyvania Tenda and Satria Evans Umboh, “Peran Podcast Terhadap Pelayanan Pastoral Pada Masa
Pandemi Covid-19,” MAGNUM OPUS: Jurnal Teologi dan Kepemimpinan Kristen 3, no. 2 (2022): 122-130.

5 Sarjono. DD, Panduan Penulisan Skripsi, (Yogyakarta: Jurusan Pendidikan Agama Islam, 2008); Zed
Mestika, Metode Penelitian Kepustakaan (Jakarta: Yayasan Bogor Indonesia, 2004).
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observed phenomena using scientific logic.®

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Context of the Letter to the Hebrews 13

The Book of Hebrews was written to demonstrate the superiority of Jesus over Judaism.
The author of Hebrews also highlights the superiority of Jesus over Moses, angels, and the
High Priest, all integral parts of Judaic teachings.” The letter to the Hebrews is addressed to
Jewish Christians undergoing persecution and despair. The author seeks to strengthen their
faith in Christ by carefully explaining the superiority and certainty of God's statements and
redemption in Jesus Christ.® The authorship of the Book of Hebrews remains unclear. Some
theologians argue that Paul is likely the author. The Book of Hebrews was written before 70
AD.

Hebrews 13 is the final section of the letter to the Hebrews in the New Testament’. In
the NIV translation, this chapter is titled "Concluding Exhortations." It is divided into several
sections: 13:1-6 (Advice on Morality), 13:7-17 (Advice on Religious Rules), 13:18-19 (Prayer
Request), and 13:20-25 (Blessing and Conclusion). The readers of the letter to the Hebrews
are Jews who have believed in Christ. This decision comes with significant consequences,
including various pressures and persecutions, even to the extent of having their possessions
confiscated.

According to Matthew Henry, the Apostle Paul extensively discussed Christ, faith, the
freely given grace, the privileges of the Gospel, and warned the Hebrews against apostasy.
Now, in conclusion, he advises them on several excellent duties as the genuine fruit of faith
(verses 1-17). Following that, the Apostle Paul requests their prayers, lifting his prayers to
God for them. He also raises their hope that they may meet with him and Timothy,
concluding his letter with greetings and blessings to them all (verses 18 to the end).!?

Therefore, after explaining various theological matters to strengthen their faith, the
author of the letter to the Hebrews concludes the letter with practical advice. This helpful
advice holds moral and ethical value in upholding righteous principles as Christians. For the
author of the letter to the Hebrews, a robust faith must manifest in everyday actions,
including facing concerns about material possessions or money. As Christians, we need not
worry because there is a God who always helps us.

Building Anti-Corruption Awareness: An
Educational Principle on Hebrews 13:5-6

Corrupt behavior is a serious problem that undermines social integrity and creates
societal conflicts. Moral principles can be powerful tools in combating corruption, effectively
preventing individuals or groups from engaging in corrupt practices. Especially for
Christians, it is essential to uphold righteous and virtuous principles. The fundamental
principles that can inspire the development of an anti-corruption movement are found in

¢ Saifuddin Azmar, Metode Penelitian (Yogyakarta: Pustaka Pelajar, 2001).

7 D.A Carson and Donald Guthrie, Tafsiran Alkitab Abad Ke-21 (Jakarta: Yayasan Komunikasi Bina Kasih,
2017).

8 Alkitab Sabda (YLSA, n.d.).

? John Drane, Introducing the New Testament. Memahami Perjanjian Baru: Pengantar Historis-Teologis (Jakarta:
Gunung Mulia, 2005); Willi Marxsen, Introduction to the New Testament. Pengantar Perjanjian Baru: Pendekatan
Kristis Terhadap Masalah-Masalahnya (Jakarta: Gunung Mulia, 2008).

10 Matthew Henry, Tafsiran Matthew Henry: Surat Ibrani, Yakobus, 1 & Petrus, 1-3 Yohanes, Yudas, Kitab
Wahyu, ed. Solomon Yo, 1st ed. (Surabaya: Momentum, 2016).
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Hebrews 13:5-6

Principle Hebrews 13:5-6

"Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have,
because God has said, 'Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you." So we say with
confidence, The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?”!! Corrupt
behavior can be considered morally wrong, especially for Christians who should serve as
examples or role models for those around us. Instead, we may find ourselves emulating the
unethical actions of others. Engaging in corrupt practices is regarded as a sinful act as it
causes significant harm to the broader community. Christians involved in corruption may be
seen as lacking moral principles and positive values, preventing them from distinguishing
between right and wrong in their daily lives as followers of Christ. Hebrews 13:5-6 provides
clear guidance for Christian behavior in both personal and social aspects. The Wycliffe Bible
Commentary interprets this passage under “Life in the Daily Walk,” emphasizing the
importance of applying these teachings in everyday practices.!?

As Christians, we must instill moral principles and values within ourselves to exercise
self-control and avoid engaging in morally wrong and corrupt behavior. Despite various
efforts to address corruption cases, the issue appears complex and challenging. While
different moral approaches may have been attempted, there seems to be persistent gaps that
allow the perpetuation of corruption. This is partly because corruption has become a
systemic ailment, considered commonplace, and people have lost hope in eradicating it.!?
Despite the arduous efforts made by relevant parties to combat corruption, theology offers a
unique contribution as a form of collective participation in this shared responsibility.

Regarding Hebrews 13:5-6, we can see that it contains valuable principles to help us
build awareness for anti-corruption and serves as an ethical measure to prevent corrupt
behavior. The first moral principle that should be present is "Do not be enslaved by money."
The author of Hebrews himself advises against becoming a slave to money, as translated in
the NIV: "Keep your lives free from the love of money."#. This advice urges us to place money
in the proper perspective. Indeed, money is essential. "Everything requires money," people
say. However, do not regard money as everything and become enslaved by it. When we
make money, our orientation in the life of a Christian means we have committed wrongdoing
and deviated from faith. As Timothy stated, “For the love of money is a root of all kinds of
evil” (1Tim. 6:10).15

As advice related to the characteristics of Christian life in their daily routines, this text
remains relevant in the contemporary context concerning the issues Christians face. Within
this scope, Hebrews 13:5 addresses the issue of money or wealth. When discussing the
essentials of money, the text not only confronts readers with their human problems in
evaluating behavior toward money but also emphasizes the theological aspect as its
assurance. The expression of Hebrews 13:5 in the NIV translation states: "Keep your lives
free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, 'Never
" While the literal text does not explicitly discuss
corruption, it implicitly anticipates the possibility of corruption, as the love of money can

will I leave you; never will I forsake you.

11 The Holy Bible: New International Version, n.d.

12 “Sabda (OLB Versi Indonesia) 4.30,” n.d.

13 Wattimena and Reza A. A, Filsafat Anti Korupsi : Membedah Hasrat Kuasa, Perburuan Nikmat, Dan Sisi
Hewani Manusia Di Balik Korupsi (Yogyakarta: Kanisius, 2012).

14 The Holy Bible: New International Version.

15 The Holy Bible: New International Version.
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drive people to pursue wealth blindly. Christians may need to pursue wealth, even through
corrupt means, due to fear of scarcity, particularly economic difficulties.'® Hebrews 13:5
emphasizes the prohibition of becoming a slave to money. The term "Hamba Uang" (Slave to
Money) is used twice in the New Testament, namely in 1 Timothy 3:3 and Hebrews 13:5, with
an emphasis on being a "slave to money.!” This is evident in the Greek term "aphilarguros,”
translated in English as "not loving money, not greedy." While the King James Version (KJV)
translates it as "covetousness," the New International Version (NIV) and New American
Standard Bible (NAS) translate it as the "love of money." This term carries a negative
connotation, urging individuals not to be too eager for wealth or greedy. It is closely related
to those who pursue riches out of fear of poverty, engaging in immoral actions such as
corrupt behavior.

Therefore, the correlation between the meaning of the love of money (NIV, NAS) and
covetousness and greed (KJV) cannot be ignored, as the love of money indeed has the
potential to make individuals slaves to wealth. If someone is enslaved by money, they will
become greedy. Wealth or money is a severe temptation and has the potential to make people
covetous. We must be free from the love of money because that is the only way to feel content.
The Stoic philosophy concept supports the idea that we should feel content. Stoic individuals
understand that everything in this world can be experienced, and in that experience, there is
no need to worry about any events that happen; let those events be experiences to attain
happiness.!8

Such behavior is undoubtedly dangerous for an individual's personality; hence, in the
KJV translation, a warning is issued to believers to distance themselves from covetousness
(Let your conversation be without covetousness). The term "conversation" here relates to
everyday discourse concerning one's character and behavior. Meanwhile, the NIV
emphasizes that the lives of believers should be kept free from the love of money (Keep your
lives free from the love of money), and the NAS asserts the liberation of character from the
love of money (Let your character be free from the love of money).

These explanations point to the negative impact of the love of money, which has the
potential to shape an individual's character towards corrupt behavior. The love of money has
serious repercussions and can damage one's character. This is explicitly emphasized in 1
Timothy 6:10 as the root of all kinds of evil and a grave sin. The love of money leads people
to desire excessive wealth and become discontent. Matthew Henry clarifies that the sin
contradicts grace and obligation; being a slave to money means having excessive desires or
cravings for the wealth of this world and envying those who have more than oneself.

Someone with sound principles and a well-educated character can resist wrongful
actions. In connection with this, and considering that an evil desire controls the love of
money, it is through sound principles and good character that one can avoid the temptation
of engaging in corrupt behavior. For Christians, having sound and righteous principles is a
part of moral development in Christian life, where good behavior is crucial. Use money as a
means to fulfill our life's needs and to glorify God. Do not exchange it as the ultimate goal of

16 Adriani Milli Rodrigues, “Marriage and the Theology of Hebrews. A Theological Reading of Heb 12:28-
13:6 with a Focus on Marriage,” Franciscanum LX (2018).

17 Hasan Susanto, Perjanjian Baru Interlinear Yunani-Indonesia Dan Konkordansi Perjanjian Baru (PIBK) [ilid II
(Jakarta: Percetakan Lembaga Alkitab Indonesia., 2006).

18 Henry Manampiring, Filosofi Teras (Kompas Media Nusantara, 2018).

19 Matthew Henry, Tafsiran Matthew Henry: Surat Ibrani, Yakobus, 1 & Petrus, 1-3 Yohanes, Yudas, Kitab
Wahyu.
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life or the shaper of our identity. With such a perspective, concerns about money will not
easily trouble us.

Meanwhile, the second principle we should instill in our minds and hearts is to be
content with what we have. Verse 5, "be content with what you have," is the advice of the
writer of the letter to the Hebrews. Never live in a way that lacks contentment with the
blessings you already possess. For instance, if someone earns two million but lives as if they
earn five million, it will undoubtedly trigger an inclination towards greed because they lack
contentment with what they have. However, it does not mean we are prohibited from
becoming wealthy or earning much money. The point here is that people should not be
dissatisfied and become greedy, leading to sin, making money the ultimate goal, and causing
harm to others through corruption?’. We must understand that in human life, financial
challenges are inevitable.

One limitation to prevent us from transgressing in the eyes of God is to remember the
word "enough." The Lord's command is clear: "keep your lives free from the love of money;
be content with what you have" (verse 5a). The word "enough" (arkeo) means having the
strength of heart to resist unnecessary things, thus being self-sufficient and satisfied. We
must learn to have the principle of contentment by being self-sufficient. Hebrews 13:5-6
provides advice following a warning about immorality (verse 4). Greed and immorality are
closely intertwined evils. When someone becomes a slave to money and is always oriented
towards abundance, luxury, and incessant desires for wealth, it opens the door to falling into
other sins. Therefore, the advice of the Apostle Paul to Timothy states that someone pursuing
money will "wander from the faith and pierce themselves with many griefs" (1 Timothy 6:10).

The phrase “be sufficient with what you have" is translated differently in KJV, NIV as
"be content," and NAS translates it as "being content." The Cambridge Bible for Schools and
Colleges emphasizes "be content" in the form of the sentence "Let your turn of mind be
without love of money, being content”.?! This understanding aligns with the Greek word
"arkeo" (be enough, sufficient, adequate), which implies being content with something. It
refers to "what is present, what is possessed”.?? In some languages, it is translated as "be
content/satisfied with what you have, or whatever you have should already make you feel
content." Literally, it points to "being content with what is currently present." In my
interpretation, if believers do not have a standard principle of contentment, they will never
be satisfied at all. Being content with what one has is a way to suppress desires because the
potential to fall into greed is often driven by dissatisfaction with what one possesses.
Christians are not slaves to wealth. They should feel content with what they have. Regarding
Hebrews 13:5, corruption can be prevented if people learn to instill the principle of being
content with what they have. What is controlled in this context is not wealth but human
character. Human character is related to immoral actions, namely, corrupt behavior. Feeling
content should become a lifestyle or attitude to be developed as a Christian because it is
connected to the ethical dimension of Jesus' teachings (Luke 12:15).

We must content ourselves with what God gives us daily, even if it is less favorable than
what we have enjoyed before, and even if it does not align with our expectations for the

20 “Cukupkanlah Dirimu,” last modified 2018, https://tumpalps.blogspot.com/2018/07/cukupkanlah-
dirimu.html.

21 Biblehub, “Cambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges” (Bible Hub, n.d.),
https://biblehub.com/commentaries/hebrews/13-5.htm.

2 B.F; Drewes, Wilfrid; Haubeck, and Heinrich Von Siebenthal, Kunci Bahasa Yunani Perjanjian Baru : Surat
Roma Hingga Kitab Wahyu (Jakarta: BPK Gunung Mulia, 2006).
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future. We must content ourselves with our current portion. We must direct our minds to
our present circumstances, which is an effective way to feel satisfied. Those who cannot do
so will not be satisfied even if God improves their situation according to what they think,
because as their situation improves, their minds also desire more. For example, there are
biblical stories of unsatisfied individuals, but Paul learned to content himself in every
situation, in all circumstances.??

Therefore, contenting ourselves with what we have becomes a fundamental and
essential teaching, as the desire for greed can be controlled or conquered through it. If this
instinct is not cultivated or educated, it will foster wild desires that cripple ethical awareness,
opening the door to the pursuit of wealth. It is these factors that lead to the emergence of
corrupt attitudes and actions.

Next, the third principle that we, as Christians, must possess is to rely on the promise of
God's presence. Concerns about money are not centered on material things. Instead, there is
a fundamental theological issue at play. Worrying about money indicates a lack of trust that
God will fulfill all our needs. Centuries have passed with various approaches and efforts to
address corrupt behavior, but none have been satisfying. It seems that nothing can determine
human satisfaction, as dissatisfaction generally dominates human behavior, leading to
desires oriented toward greed and avarice.

Moreover, from a theological perspective, the factors contributing to these issues also
stem from doubts about God's provision, as highlighted in the text of Hebrews 13. The text
reveals an awareness of this situation. Therefore, after presenting ethical guidance on how
one should behave toward wealth/money, the text does not allow believers to measure
themselves with a code of good living to eliminate corrupt behavior steeped in lust. Instead,
the text emphasizes the assurance that can determine human satisfaction, namely, God. This
assurance is rooted in God's word as its basis, as expressed in the phrase, 'l will never leave
you nor forsake you'.

The writer of Hebrews quotes from the Old Testament, “I will never leave you nor
forsake you” (verse 5; cited from Deut. 31:6, 8). In Greek, the author of Hebrews uses a very
strong negation here, emphasizing that the Lord will continue to be with us. He will never,
ever, abandon us. This promise of God is expected to strengthen the readers' faith in the letter
to the Hebrews. They may face various threats and even be impoverished, but what else
should they fear if the Lord is their helper? (verse 6). If this promise of God has strengthened
the readers of the letter to the Hebrews, then we too should be strengthened by it. This is
why we can confidently say, “The Lord is my helper” 24

God is called our 'helper’ (boethos) in verse 6, but in Hebrews 2:18, we find that Jesus is
also our 'helper," as our High Priest. 'LORD' in the LXX is the name for God the Father in the
quoted psalm (Psalm 118:6, 7), but the book of Hebrews uses the word 'kurios.' This term
usually refers to Christ in the New Testament. With a helper like this, what can people do
against us (verse 6)? People who do not live in Christ can do many things against us. We can
become victims of sarcasm, slander, mockery, bitter words, or physical violence; we may
even become martyrs like some in the past. However, none of these persecutions can
overcome the Christian faith in the goodness of God or in His promise to bring His people to
glory (2:10).

2 Matthew Henry, Tafsiran Matthew Henry: Surat Ibrani, Yakobus, 1 & Petrus, 1-3 Yohanes, Yudas, Kitab
Wahyu.
24 Alkitab Sabda.
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The implication is that God does not deliver His people from suffering at the hands of
others but leads them through suffering to eternal life (2:10; 5:7-10). This applies to our
concerns about the economy, fear of poverty, fear of not having money leading to
dissatisfaction, and engaging in unwanted behaviors, such as corrupt behavior. Although we
may feel abandoned by God, in truth, we are never left alone. Our God always watches over
us, yet He does not promise to protect us from physical danger. Jesus received such a promise
(Matthew 4:6; see Psalm 91:11, 12), but the time for Him to die on the cross still came. The
Lord has just promised to keep us from spiritual harm. As long as we maintain our faithful
faith, nothing can separate us from the love of God (Romans 8:35-39).

Corrupt behavior is often challenging to address because people rely on material wealth,
are susceptible to loss and insufficiency, and expect uncertain and elusive satisfaction. As a
result, instead of achieving satisfaction, individuals are nurtured by the desire for wealth,
fostering dissatisfaction as the seed for the formation of corrupt behavior. To address this,
relying solely on ethical awareness is insufficient. Humans need to transcend ethical
awareness to the highest consciousness, namely, religious understanding, by relying on the
assurance of God. Ethical awareness is necessary, but without a confident assurance, its
foundation is not firm. This assurance is only obtained within and through God, for He alone
never forsakes His people.

The phrase “I will never leave you nor forsake you” (verse 5-6) is spoken to Joshua (Jos.
1:5), but these words apply to all faithful servants of God. The promises in the Old Testament
can be applied to the saints of the New Testament era. These promises contain the essence
and nature of all of God's promises. 'I will never, never, never leave you nor forsake you.'
There are at least five negative expressions at once to emphasize the promise. True believers
will experience God's presence full of mercy throughout their lives, when they die, and for
eternity. From this broad and encompassing promise, Christians can be confident that they
receive help from God. Therefore, confidently, we can say: 'The Lord is my helper; I will not
fear. What can man do to me?' (verse 6). People cannot do anything against God, and God
can turn anything done against His people into good for them. In this regard, it is worth
believing that only in God can humans find satisfaction that guarantees them not to behave
corruptly.

In such a context, religious consciousness can be anticipated because God guarantees
this awareness and therefore cannot be weakened by lust, greed, or avarice. Hence, laws and
ethics are necessary to address corrupt behavior, but beyond those, believers need to
transcend both to embrace religiosity as the highest foundation. Religious experiences are
vital in Christian life, as they constitute the basis and ultimate purpose. Therefore, as
Christians, it is essential to uphold the principle of truth about God, who always accompanies
us, serving as the foundation to understand and prevent corrupt behavior.

CoNcLUSION

Corruption emerges as a global issue deeply ingrained in human behavior, posing
serious threats to social, political, and economic systems worldwide. Transparency Interna-
tional's 2022 data highlights countries like Somalia, Syria, and Sudan facing significant
corruption challenges. Fueled by immoral actions, corrupt behavior adversely impacts
society and impedes national development. The dangers of corruption extend to various
aspects of human life, as Romelus Blegur et al. noted, affecting social, political, bureaucratic,
and economic spheres.

Despite education and positions of power, individuals engaged in corruption often
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exhibit poor morality, driven by unchecked desires for wealth. Media reports frequently
expose corruption within educated circles, underscoring the importance of instilling good
morals to curb negative traits. In the context of Christian faith, immoral actions, including
corruption, may be prevalent even within educated and influential segments of society. As
Christians, it is imperative to uphold Christian values, differentiating ourselves from others
and avoiding engagement in corrupt activities.

Hebrews 13:5-6 offers moral and ethical principles for the education of the Christian life,
promoting anti-corruption awareness and discouraging corrupt behaviors. While the
scripture doesn't explicitly address corruption, its implicit values caution against fixation on
wealth and anticipate the occurrence of corrupt actions. Therefore, the essay emphasizes the
need for Christians to internalize and apply the principles of Hebrews 13:5-6, fostering anti-
corruption awareness, avoiding corrupt behavior, and fortifying moral and ethical
foundations as believers.

Hebrews 13:5-6 aims to convey that as Christians, we must cultivate self-awareness to
prevent engaging in corrupt practices. We know such actions are detrimental to those around
us and ourselves. Therefore, Christians must instill moral and Christian values in their daily
lives, adhering to sound and righteous principles. These principles can be derived from
Hebrews 13:5-6, where we are advised not to be enslaved by money, to be content and
satisfied with the blessings we have received, and to have faith that God is always with us
and will aid us, as promised by the Lord to those who believe in Christ. By incorporating
these principles into our lives, it is hoped and necessary to build self-awareness and prevent
the temptation to engage in immoral actions, such as corrupt behavior.
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